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ABSTRACT

According to several scholars, Hinduism is the world's oldest faith (Fowler: "probably the
oldest faith in the world") and the third-largest faith. Approximately there are 1.2 billion Hindus
followers worldwide which are around 15% of the world's population. In Nepal, there are around
81.3% Hindus while in India, the majority of the Hindus population is around 79.8%. Hinduism is one
ofthe three major religions of the globe by a proportion of the population. Roughly ninety-five percent
ofthe world's Hindus dwell in India. Because the religion has no precise founder, it's tough to hint at its
origins and history. Hinduism is special in that it's now not a single faith however a compilation of
many traditions and philosophies.

Hinduism embraces many spiritual ideas. For this reason, it's occasionally referred to as a
“way of life” or a “family of religions,” as antagonistic to a single, equipped religion. Hindus consider
in the doctrines of samsara (the non-stop cycle of life, death, and reincarnation) and karma (the
popular law of motive and effect). One quintessential precept of the faith is the thinking that people's
actions and ideas without delay decide their modern-day life and future lives. Hindus attempt to attain
dharma, which is a code of residing that emphasizes proper conduct and morality. Hindus revere all
residing creatures and reflect on consideration of the cow as a sacred animal.

INTRODUCTION

The word Hindu is associated as xenonym, and whereas Hinduism has been known as the
oldest faith within the world, several practitioners pertain with their faith as Sanatana (Hindu deity)
dharma.

Probably the Indus clan those that lived on the banks of the stream Indus were notable
worldwide by a similar name. The traditional Persian Cuneiform inscriptions and also the Iranian
language sacred text deal with the word "Hindu" as a geographic name instead of a demographic or
non-secular name. Once the Persian King Darius (The Hindus) extended his empire up to the borders
of the Indian landmass in 517 B.C., some Hindus became a part of his empire and armed forces. The
traditional Greeks and Armenians followed a similar pronunciation. Step by step the name stuck.

ORIGIN OFHINDUS

The term Hindu is attained from the Indus river name, which flows through the northern part
of India. In precedent days the river was referred to as the Sindhu, however the pre-Islamic Persians
who migrated to India referred to as the river Hindu knew the land as Hindustan and referred to as its
inhabitants Hindus. The primary acknowledged use of the term Hindu is from the sixth century BCE,
utilized by the Persians. Originally, then, Hinduism was principally a cultural and geographic label,
and solely later was it applied to explain the spiritual practices of the Hindus. The history of Hinduism
covers a good type of connected non secular traditions native to the Indian landmass. Its history
overlaps or coincides with the event of faith within the Indian landmass since the Iron Age, with a
number of its traditions tracing back to prehistoric religions like those of the Bronze Age Civilization
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of Indus Valley. It's so been referred to as the "oldest religion" (Laderman: "world's oldest living
civilisation and religion") within the world. Intellectuals regard Hinduism as a synthesis of varied
Indian cultures and traditions, with various roots and no single founder.

The history of Hinduism (Subhbamoy Das) is commonly divided into periods of
development. The primary phase is the pre-Vedic era, which incorporates the Civilization of Indus
valley and native pre-historic religions, ending at regarding 1750 BCE. {This amount this era}
was followed in northern India by the religious text period, that saw the introduction of the
historical religious text faith with the Indo-Aryan migrations, beginning somewhere between 1900
BCE to 1400 BCE. The following phase, between 800 BCE and 200 BCE, is "a turning purpose
between the religious text faith and Hindu religions”, and a formative amount for Hinduism,
Jainism and Buddhism. The Epic and Early Puranic phase, from c. two hundred BCE to five
hundred metallic element, saw the classical "Golden Age" of Hinduism (c. 320-650 CE), that
coincides with the Gupta Empire (Hiltebeitel, p. 12).

During this time six branches of Hindu philosophy evolved, particularly Samkhya, Yoga,
Nyaya, Vaisheshika, Mimamsa, and Vedanta. Monotheistic sects like Vaishnavism and Shaivism
flourished same time through the Bhakti movement. The phase from roughly 650 to 1100 CE
forms the late Classical phase or early Middle Ages, throughout that classical Puranic Hinduism,
is established, and Adi Shankara's important consolidation of Advaita Vedanta. According to many
intellectuals, Hinduism started somewhere between 2300 B.C to 1500 B.C. within the Indus
valley, close to the contemporary Islamic Republic of Pakistan. Around 1500 B.C., the Indo-
Aryan individuals migrated to the Indus vale, and their language and culture blending thereupon
of the native individuals living within the region.

While the Puranic chronology presents a pedigree of thousands of years, students regard
Hinduism as a fusion or synthesis of varied Indian cultures and traditions. Among its roots square
measure the historical religious text faith, itself already the merchandise of "a composite of the
Indo-Aryan (Gombrich, p. 35-36) and Harappan cultures and civilizations”, which evolved into
the Brahmanical faith and beliefs of the Kuru Kingdom of Iron Age northern India; however
additionally the Sramana or renouncer traditions of northeast India, and Mesolithic and Neolithic
cultures of India, like the religions of the Indus valley Civilization, Dravidian traditions, and the
native traditions and social group religions.

This Hindu synthesis emerged once the religious text phases between 500-200 BCE and
c. 300 CE, in the phase of the Second Urbanization and also the early classical era of Hinduism.
The Epics as well as Puranas were composed during this period. This Brahmanical synthesis
incorporated $ramanic and Buddhist influences and also the rising Shakti tradition into the
Brahmanical fold via the smriti literature. This synthesis emerged underneath the pressure of the
success of Buddhism and Jainism. During the Gupta reign the primary Puranas were written,
which were wont to pass around "mainstream non secular ideology amongst pre-literate and social
group teams undergoing acculturation."Hinduism co-existed for many centuries with Buddhism,
to finally gain the favorable positioning any respect levels within the eighth century.

EVOLUTION OF HINDUISM IN DIFFERENT STAGES

The spiritual system called Hinduism evolved moderately, rising out of the prehistoric
faiths of the sub-Indian region and also the Vedic religion of the Indo-Aryan civilization (Will
Durant, p. 458-472) that lasted roughly from 1500 to five hundred BCE.
According to intellectuals, the evolution of Hinduism is divided into 3 phases: the traditional
period (3000 BCE-500 CD), the medieval phase (Thapar, Romila. 2002). (500 to 1500 CE) and
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also the modern phase (1500 to present).
TIMELSCALE: EARLY HISTORY OF HINDUISM

3000-1600 BCE: The custom and roots of earliest Hindu starts with the Indus Valley
civilization rise in the sub-continent of northern India (around 2500 BCE) (Mclntosh, Jane. p. 84-
276).

1600-1200 BCE: It is said that Aryans invaded in southern Asia around 1600 BCE, which
might have a long-lasting influence on Hinduism.

1500-1200 BCE: The earliest Vedas, the oldest upanishads were written around 1200
BCE.

900-600 BCE: The late Vedic phase, throughout that the brahminical faith that stressed
ritual worship and social obligations, came into being. During this period, the latter Upanishads
are believed to emerge, giving burth to the ideas of karma , reincarnation and moksha (release
from Samsara).

500 BCE-1000 CE: The Puranas were written throughout now giving rise to the ideas of
deities like the trinity of Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva, and their feminine forms or Devis. The germ of
the good epics of the Ramayana & Mahabharatum began to kind throughout now.

Sth century BCE: Buddhism and Jainism become established religious offshoots of
Hinduism in India.

4th century BCE: Alexander invades western India; Mauryan dynasty founded by
Chandragupta Maurya; Composition of Artha Shastra.

3rd century BCE: Ashoka, the good conquers most of South Asia. Some scholars believe
the Bhagavad Gita may are written during this early period.

2nd century BCE:

Sunga dynasty founded.lst century BCE: Vikrama Era, named after Vikramaditya
Maurya, begins. Configuration of Manu Laws.2nd century CE: Composition of the Ramayana
completed.

3rd century CE: Hinduism begins a gradual spread to Southeast Asia.

4th to 6th century CE: Widely considered the golden age of Hinduism, featuring
widespread standardization of Indian system, centralized government, and broad spread of literacy.
Composition of the Mahabharata completed. Later during this period, devotional Hinduism begins
to rise, during which devotees dedicate themselves to particular deities. Devotional Hinduism
begins to cause Buddhism to wane in India.

7th century to 12th century CE: this era sees the continued spread of Hinduism to the far
reaches of Southeast Asia, whilst far as Borneo. But Islamic incursion into India weakens the
influence of Hinduism in its land of origin, as some Hindus are violently converted or enslaved.
An extended period of disunity for Hinduism ensues. Buddhism virtually vanishes from India
under Islamic rule.

12th to 16th century CE: India may be a land of turbulent, mixed influence between
Hindus and Muslims. During this point, however, much unification of Hindu belief and practice
occurs, possibly in reaction to Islamic persecution.

17th century CE: The Marathas, a Hindu legionary group, successfully displaces Islamic
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monarchs, but ultimately comes into conflict with European grand ends. Notwithstanding, the
Maratha conglomerate would pave the way for the eventual rejuvenation of Hinduism as the head
force in Indian nationalism.

SMRITI

The Brahmins response of assimilation and consolidation is reflected inside the smriti
literature that took a better form in this era. During this era between 200 (BCE) and 100 (CE) of
smriti text, vedas'(White, p. 28) importance as well as acceptance became vital to define Hinduism
over and against the heterodoxies, that rejected the Vedas. Most of the essential concepts and
practices of classical Hinduism derive from the new smriti literature.

Of the six Hindu darsanas, the Hinduism and also the Vedanta “are frozen primarily
within thesacred writing sruti tradition and a generally known as Brahmin faculties within the
sense that they develop brahmin orthodox current of thoughts that ar primarily based, like smriti,
directly on sruti".According to Hiltebeitel, "the consolidation of Hinduism takes place beneath the
sign of bhakti".It is the sacred writing that seals this accomplishment. The result's a "universal
achievement" which will be known as brahmin.

The major epics of Sanskrit language,Sanskrit literature and religious writing, that belong
to the smriti, were compiled over a lengthy amount throughout the late centuries BCE and also the
early centuries .They contain mythological stories regarding the rulers and wars of ancient
Republic of India, and ar interspersed with non-secular and philosophical treatises. The later
Puranas recount tales regarding devas and devis, their interactions with humans and their battles
against rakshasa.

THE BHAGAVAD

Bhagavad Gita "seals the achievement “of the "consolidation of Hinduism”, integrating
Brahmanic (Samuel, p. 76) and sramanic ideas with non-secular devotion.

Schools of Hindu philosophy: In early centuries CE many colleges of Hindu philosophy
were formally written, as well as Samkhya, Yoga, Nyaya, Vaisheshika, Purva-Mimamsa and
Vedanta.

VEDAS IMPORTANCE IN HINDUISM

The Vedas are compilation or a set of spiritual texts that makes the base of Hindu
theology. The word sacred text is Indic (3&) for "knowledge". Hindus believe that the Vedas texts
square measure of divine origin and therefore the and therefore the ("what is heard") refers to the
current. The Hindu belief that the cosmos is eternal; wasn't created and can continually exist,
additionally applies to the Hindu read of the Vedas. The Vedas is that the eternal divine
information that's "heard" by humans and square measure square measure, "not of human agency".
The Vedas is integrated into the lifetime of Hindus, although' several Hindus have not scan it.
Vedic mantras square measure recited at Hindu prayers, non-secular functions and different
auspicious occasions.

The various Indian non secular sects dissent in their ideas concerning the Vedas. Hindus
cite the Vedas as scriptural authority and that they category themselves as "orthodox" (astika).
Buddhism and Jainism, two religious sects with an in depth affinity to Hinduism, don't regard the
Vedas as scriptural authority and Hindus confer with them as "heterodox" or "non-orthodox"
(nastika). Hinduism places little importance on criticism of different religions as a result of Hindus
believes that the trail to God transcends all human thought. During this respect, a Hindu wouldn't
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contemplate Buddhism or Catholicism to be wrong, solely completely different. As you acquaint
yourself with the works given below; it'd know keep in mind the continuance that these works
occupy. The literature of the Vedas shares several similarities with the analysis and comment on
Christian literature. once Saint theologize wrote Confessions; he did therefore within the context
of a dynamic Roman Empire in four cerium and over m years later Luther supported the Protestant
movement in an exceedingly Europe dominated by the Vatican. Within the Twentieth century the
Jehovah Witnesses cite the Book of Daniel. Hindu analysis and comment on the Vedas has been
formed by identical forces: society and connectedness.

FOUR VEDAS

(The Vedas are divided as follows in fourfold)

Rig-Veda (RV)

Yajur-Veda (YV, with the essential division Taittiriya Shakha (TS) vs. Vajasaneyi (VS)
Sama-Veda (SV)

Atharva- Veda (AV)

Vedanta is an orthodox method to Hinduism that reduces the emphasis on ritualism and
radically re-interprets the thought of "Veda". It types the foundation of present day Hinduism with
its thought son the nature of Atma (soul) and Brahma (absolute). It is the find out about of the
Upanishads and the subsequent commentary on the correct way to interpret them. Its association
with three of the Vedic texts is expressed in the bhirbhuvahsvah mantra which is determined in the
AitareyaAranyaka: "Bhih is the Rig-Veda, bhuvah is the Yajurveda, svah is the Samaveda". Thus,
the Katha Upanishad has:

"The goal, which all Vedas declare, which all austerities intention at, and which human
beings wish when they live a life of continence, I will inform you temporarily it is Aum" (1.2.15)

MODERN HINDUISM

With the onset of the British Raj, the colonization of India via the British, there
additionally began a Hindu Renaissance in the 19th century, which profoundly modified the
appreciation of Hinduism in each India and the west. Ideology as an educational discipline of
reading Indian lifestyle from a European point of view was once set up in the 19th century, led
with the aid of students such as Max Muller and John Woodroffe. They initiated Puranic, Vedic,
Tantric literature and philosophy to United States and Europe. Western oriental's searched for the
"essence" of the Indian religions, discerning this in the Vedas, and meanwhile developing the
thought of "Hinduism" as a unified physique of religious praxis and the famous photograph of
‘mystical India'. This thinking of a Vedic essence was once taken over by Hindu reform
movements as the Brahmo Samaj, which was once supported for a while via the Unitarian Church,
together with the ideas of Universalism and Perennials, the idea that all religions share a frequent
mystic ground. This "Hindu modernism", with proponents like Vivekananda, Aurobindo and
Radha Krishnan, grew to be central in the popular perception of Hinduism.

HINDU REVIVALISM

During the 19th century, Hinduism developed a giant variety of new spiritual movements,
partly inspired with the aid of the European Romanticism, nationalism, scientific racism and
esotericism (Theosophy) famous at the time. Brahmo Samaj is a social and spiritual movement
founded in Kolkata in 1828 via Raja Ram Mohan Roy. He was one of the first Indians to visit
Europe and used to be influenced by western thought. He died in Bristol, England. The Brahmo
Samaj movement thereafter resulted in the Brahmo faith in 1850 head quartered via Debendranath
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Tagore - higher regarded as the father of Rabindranath Tagore.

Sri Ramakrishna and his student Swami Vivekananda led reform in Hinduism in the late
19th century. Their beliefs and sayings have inspired numerous Indians as nicely as non-Indians,
Hindus as properly as non-Hindus.

Arya Samaj ("Society of Nobles") is a Hindu reform motion in India that was situated by
using Swami Dayananda in 1875. He was a renouncer (mendicant) who believed in the unerring
authority of the Vedas. He advocated the doctrine of karma and reincarnation, and emphasized the
ideals of brahmacharya (chastity) and sanyasa (renunciation). He also claimed to be rejecting all
non-Vedic beliefs altogether. Hence the Arya Samaj unequivocally condemned idolatry, animal
sacrifices, ancestor worship, pilgrimages, priest craft, offerings made in temples, the caste system,
untouchability and marriages of children, on the grounds that all these lacked Vedic sanction. It
aimed to be a customary church based on the authority of the Vedas. Dayananda stated that he
desired 'to make the whole world Aryan', i.e. he wanted to advance missionary Hinduism based on
the universality of the Vedas. To this end, the Arya Samaj began Shuddhi motion in the early 20th
century to deliver lower back to Hinduism human beings transformed to Islam and Christianity, set
up faculties and missionary organizations, and prolonged its activities backyard India.
CONTEMPORARY HINDUISM

Hinduism is accompanied via round 1.1 billion people in India. Other considerable
populations are found in Nepal (23 million), Bangladesh (15 million) and the Indonesian island of
Bali (3.9 million). The majority of the Vietnamese Cham people additionally follow Hinduism,
with the largest proportion in Ninh Thuan Province. (Prasad, Ram. pp. 526-550)

CONCLUSION

Some Facts about the Hindu religion are as follows:-
The aim of lifestyles in Hinduism is to achieve salvation, or moksha.
Hinduism really believes in solely one god, however in many forms.
Hinduism is the 3rd biggest faith in the world, after Christianity and Islam
Hinduism believes in a circular alternatively than a linear idea of time.
The Rig Veda was once written extra than 3800 years ago, making Hinduism one of, if now
not the oldest faith in the world.
108 is a sacred wide variety in Hinduism and it is considered auspicious.
It is one of the few religions that do now not consider the pursuit of wealth a sin.
The word 'Juggernaut' is truly derived from Lord Jagannath.
Both male and lady deities are worshipped with equal reverence in Hinduism
Om is genuinely believed to be the manifestation of cognizance in sound form.
Buddhism and Sikhism were each derived from Hinduism.
According to Hindus, the faith has no founder or origin.
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